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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Receipt of the Request for Continued Examination ("RCE") filed August 20, 2004 
is acknowledged. Claims 1-23, 27-29, 33-37, 41, 42, 45, 47-50, 52-63, 67, 70-73, 75- 
78 and 81 have been cancelled while claims 24-26, 30-32, 38-40, 43,44, 46, 51, 64-66, 
74, 79 and 80. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 24-26, 30-32, 38-40, 43, 44, 46, 51 , 64-66, 74, 79 and 80 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. What is the distinction between what the applicant considers as electronic 
"content" information and other forms of electronic information used in the system? How 
does the applicant define this limitation in the specification? How are certain types of 
information (i.e., price information) "attached" to electronic content information? For 
sake of compact prosecution the examiner has given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation of "content" and "attached". The word electronic "content" information 
shall be interpreted as any form of electronic information used by the system associated 
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with the accounting method including price and money information. Unless the 
applicant can show it otherwise, the word "attached", is interpreted as generally any 
electronic information that is associated or linked in some way to a set or piece of 
electronic information. The terms "associated" and "linked" in the Examiner's definition 
are given their broadest reasonable interpretation in view of claims and in light of the 
original specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 24-26, 30-32, 38-40, 43, 44, 46, 51 , 64-66, 74, 79 and 80 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukatsu (US 5,301,881). 

Claim 24: 

An accounting method comprising: 

a step of inputting money information (see col. 1, II. 53 to col. 2, II. 49; and col. 17, II. 
53+); 

a step of inputting price information attached to electronic content information (see fig. 
15, col. 14, II. 41 to col. 15, II. 20 and 25+): 
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a step of judging a use permission of the electronic content information in accordance 
with the money information and the price information (see fig. 15, col. 14, II. 41 to col. 
15,11. 20 and 25+) and 

a step of processing the electronic content information so as to enable use of the 
electronic content information provided by the information provider in accordance with 
the result of judging (see fig. 15, col. 14, II. 41 to col. 15, II. 20 and 25+). 

Fukatsu teaches the network involving the POS system (see fig. 15) in which there is 
communication between the main control center (150 ) and the register. Fukatsu fails 
to teach that the electronic content information is provided by an information provider 
terminal. However, it is obvious that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that 
mainframe (155) and the host computer (158) both provide electronic content 
information to the register (100). Thus such a modification of the information provider 
with the host computer or the mainframe would constitute a substitution of functional 
equivalence in as much as both provide bilateral electronic communication between 
terminals within the system. Thus such a modification would be considered an obvious 
expedient well within the ordinary skill in the art. 



Claim 25, 26, 65 and 66: 
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Encoding/enciphered or decoding information is used in Electronic Fund Transactions to 
secure electronic information (i.e., money, ID, descriptive information, etc). Therefore 
Official Notice is taken by the Examiner of encoding/enciphering and/or decoding 
electronic content information (or any other electronic transaction information) as being 
an obvious extension to the barcode and/or other electronic information used in 
disclosed in Fukatsu for allowing a transaction to take place. Thus such a modification 
would be an obvious expedient to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claim 30: 

wherein said money information is cash (see Fukatsu, col. 17, II. 41-47). 
Claim 31: 

information is recorded in a recording medium (see Fukatsu, col. 17, II. 47-50). 
Claim 32: 

further comprising a step of transmitting use information of the provided electronic 
content information (see Fukatsu, col. 17, II. 20-25; col. 18, 1. 21-25) 

Claim 38: 

further comprising a step of transmitting charge distribution information to said 
information provider terminal in accordance with the use information (see Fukatsu, col. 
15, II. 3-20 and 21+). 
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Claim 39: 

further comprising a step of performing accommodation of a use charge of the provided 
electronic content information in accordance with the use information (see Fukatsu, col. 
15, II. 3-20 and 21+). 

Claim 40: 

wherein cipher communication is performed with said information provider terminal see 
Fukatsu, col. 15, II. 3-20 and 21+). 

Claim 43: 

the money information includes data indicating a type of a recording medium in which 
data the money information is recorded, and said judging step judges the use 
permission of the electronic content information in accordance with the data indicating 
the type (see Fukatsu, col. 17, II. 20-25; col. 18, 1. 21-25). 



Claim 44: 
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further comprising a step of rewriting the amount of money in response to the result of 
judging (see col. 18, II. 32-36). 

Claim 46: 

(see explanation for claim 24 above) 
Claim 51: 

further comprising a step of outputting the price information: 

a step of summing up the output price information for each item of electronic content 

information: and a step of notifying results of summing up for each item of electronic 

content information respectively to the information provider terminal (see col. 18, II. 32- 

36). 

Re claim 64: 

(see explanation for claim 24, and figs. 15+) 



Re claim 68: 

(see explanation for claim 30) 
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Re claim 69: 

(see explanation for claim 31 ) 
Re claim 74: 

(see explanation of claim 32) 
Re claim 79: 

(see explanation for claim 43) 
Re claim 80: 

Further comprising means for rewriting the amount of money in response to the result of 
judging (col. 16, II. 20-66). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel S Felten whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0724. The examiner can normally be reached on Flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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